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an action than by the action itself. The laurel-crown
of heroism is not for the brows of only the successful and
the strong; he also is heroic who aspires, even though,
aspiring; he fails. The efforts to realise a noble and lofty
Ideal transforms the life into the Great and the
Heroic. So making our action as wise as possible, we
should give ourselves wholly to Service, keeping nothing
back and helping wherever an opportunity for work
is seen, and should devote ourselves entirely to some
great ideal and follow it both in peace and in storm.

0. What, now, does it mean to be a pupil of the
Master ? What is expected of him who aspires to become
one, and what is the work he has to do ?

Ans. The Masters have definitely dedicated Them-
selves to the service of humanity. Their force, though very
great, is still limited, and so They are very careful to use
it to the best advantage. A Master may take a man as a
pupil only when He sees that the amount of force used in
training him will produce greater result in the end than
any other method of expending the same amount. No
person, however benevolent, kind and earnest he may be in
his desire to help others, can be taken as a pupil if he is
still full of minor imperfections, or has some weakness
which may prove a serious obstacle in his way. If an
individual is to receive special help, he must show special
receptivity. A Master has no favourite. He has His
private affections just as we have, and assuredly He loves
some men more than others; but He will never allow such
feelings as those to influence His attitude in the very
slightest degree when the work is in question. He will
take much trouble over a man if He sees in him the seeds
of future greatness, if He thinks that he will prove a good
investment for the amount of time and force spent upon